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Expectations and policy information needs 
of cities from the IPCC SRC 
Exchange between city practitioners and the authors of 
IPCC Special Report on Climate Change and Cities, 22. May 2025

Dr. Benjamin Best, City of Bonn
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GHG-Emissionen in Bonn 2018-2035 
2022: gap between goal and reality
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Start Climate Plan
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Dashboard „Klimakompass“ (Climate Compass)
Energy benchmark: 800 MWp conventional PV and 200 MWp free-
standing PV until 2035

Source: Bundesnetzagentur – Core Energy Market Data Register

Figures and data: https://www.bonn.de/klimakompass

Start Climate Plan
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Dashboard „Klimakompass“ (Climate Compass)
Mobility benchmark: 75% environmental friendly modes until 2030

Modal Split in Bonn, Source: Mobility in Germany (infas)

Figures and data: https://www.bonn.de/klimakompass
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Bonn Climate Compass

• 1st live application of Bonn‘s

new Urban Data Platform (UDP)

• Open Source Software draws

data from UDP and external 

sources

• Various indicators, filters and

download option

• Links to climate plan reporting

60%
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Municipal heat 
planning 
&sustainable urban  
development

Neighborhoods with historic city centers

high building density and predominantly 
buildings from the Early Modern Period

predominantly MFH from the post-war 
period

residential buildings on the outskirts

predominantly non-residential buildings

Buildings: Heating technologies 2024

Source: Municipal Heat Planning (SWB 

BonnNetz/Evety Research)

Figures and data: Bundesstadt Bonn 

https://www.bonn.de/klimakompass

Gas
Oil

92% fossil heating 

systems!
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• Lack of repositories and standards for relevant data on federal, 
national and european level

• Need for more data on behavioural & lifestyle changes, demand-
side mitigation and circular economy

• „Dependency“ on shiny tools / black boxes

Challenges and questions
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Language and urgency

• Use plain language. Make it easy for mayors, council staff, and citizens to understand the stakes. 

• Explain how climate change will impact our daily lives: heatwaves, floods, housing, transport, public
health.

Policy evaluation: 

• We need to know what works. Share tested, science-based urban solutions that deliver real results. 
Show how climate action also improves lives, saves money, and boosts the local economy. 

• Address fairness. How do we protect vulnerable groups, low-income families, the elderly, children? 

Policy recommendations:

• The IPCC SR needs to be practical and relevant, translating complex science into actionable insights
that city officials can use to inform and guide local policy and decision-making.

• Acknowledge cities as climate leaders. We’re not just recipients of policy, we’re doers. Use the report
to strengthen our voice with national governments and funding institutions.

Suggestions for the IPCC SRC
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Dr. Benjamin Best
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